
 
 

       Simple, Powerful Solutions 

Take Great Photos! 
Best practices  

 

 

Point, Click, Shoot:  How to Produce Quality Vehicle Photos  
 

Vehicle photos play a key role in successful online inventory marketing. Good photos attract interest and help 

sell the vehicle.  They also give the buyer a better grasp of the carôs overall condition and can answer 

questions that may not be addressed in the vehicleôs description.  Poor quality photos can detract from the 

buying experience and cause a consumer to look elsewhere for a vehicle. 

You donôt have to be a professional photographer to take good vehicle photos, but there are some basics you 

should have under your belt before you start shooting: 

1. Make Sure the Car is Presentable - Photos show everything so make sure the vehicle has been 

thoroughly cleaned inside and out before you start taking pictures.  This includes removing all 

paper/plastic floor mats!! 

Cars should be clean,  

even during the winter months     Remove paper mats 

      

2. Get Rid of Background Distractions ï Whenever possible, find a location where you can take a photo of 

the vehicle without background distractions such as other vehicles, signs and poles.  Park the car on clean 

pavement (no pavement stripes, trash or debris).  Focus should be on the vehicle, not the vehicle 

surroundings. 

Remove distractions (background, shadows and even hangers!) 
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3. Make the Sun Your FriendïThe best light is during ñThe Magic Hoursò when light is horizontal, not direct, 

overhead sunlight. Use sunlight to highlight the parts of the car youôre shooting, so take photos with your 

back to the sun. If your shadow appears in the picture, crouch down to take the photo. In fact, one of the 

best ways to shoot a car is to position the camera at the same level as the bottom corner of the windshield. 

Sunlight behind vehicle is hard to see Sunlight behind you creates better photo 

   

4. Frame the Vehicle ï Remember that with digital cameras, you need to momentarily press the shutter 

button halfway down before you press the button all the way down.  This allows the camera to focus before 

the picture is taken. When using ñpoint and shootò cameras, use a middle zoom setting so the image is not 

distorted and the correct ratio from front to back bumper results. Youôll get a better photo using a ñpoint and 

shootò camera if you increase the distance between you and the vehicle. If using a wide-angle, telephoto or 

zoom lens camera, and close-up shots are taken, image distortions will occur. 

Image should cover as much of frame as possible (make frame modifications if dealer participates in VeVo 

and/or photo overlays). 

Zoom lens camera, close-up shot, distorted  Point and shoot camera, with distance 

 

5. Use ñStillò Mode instead of ñAutoò ModeïPhotos taken in ñAutoò mode tend to come out blurry.  The 

cameraôs ñStillò mode is specifically designed to take good still photos and focus on the main object.   
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Auto Mode      Still Mode 

    

6. Use (Fill) Flash ï Flash eliminates shadows by equalizing the light.  Use Fill or Forced Flash (not Auto 

Flash) to insure that the flash works when you take the photo.  Fill or Forced Flash adds light where 

shadows exist. Always use Fill or Forced Flash when you take a photo, regardless of how bright the sun is. 

NOTE: The below shot (interior-driverôs side front seat) is THE most important shot of the series!! 

This is THE opportunity to create an emotional response from the viewer/potential buyer. Create a 

feeling of being behind the wheel. You already have their interest in the vehicle at this pointénow 

take emotions to the next level! 

No Flash      Flash 

    

Itôs important to take photos of the vehicle from several different angles, including interior and exterior shots.  

Here are some suggested shots.  Remember to move the car so that the sun is always behind you and 

illuminating the part of the vehicle you are shooting. 

Take as many photos as you need to give the buyer a 360Á ñwalk-aroundò view of the vehicle.  Also provide 

any additional photos necessary to capture vehicle damage such as dents, dings, scrapes, etc. Itôs best to 

disclose these types of imperfections SUBJECT to the dealerôs request.  
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WHAT to knowΧ Imagine this is YOUR 5ŜŀƭŜǊǎƘƛǇΧ 

Ã Have the right tools 

o Always move cars away from other vehicles ς whether taking one or multiple photos ς to get the best 

angle and capture vehicle details. 

o Always use the flash feature. Set the camera tƻ άŦƻǊŎŜ ŦƭŀǎƘέ ƻǊ άŦƛƭƭ ŦƭŀǎƘέ ǎƻ ŜŀŎƘ ǎƘƻǘ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ 

takes advantage of forced lighting, helps illuminate shadows, minimizes glares and balances the overall 

lighting.  Use flash on all exterior shots, dashboard/cockpit shots and engine shots. 

o Always use a polarizing lens and lens hood for outdoor shots. (See below for more information on 

polarizing photos.) 

Ã Promote Uniformity 

o tƘƻǘƻǎΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǾƛŜǿŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŘŜŀƭŜǊΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ƻǊ ƻƴ ŀ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǇŀǊǘȅ ǎƛǘŜ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ DŜǘ!ǳǘƻΦŎƻƳΣ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ 

ŀ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ άŜŀǎȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȅŜǎέΦ 

o aŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘŜŜƭǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎƘƻǘΦ LŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜƴΩǘΣ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƘŜƳΦ 

o Kneel down to take exterior photos provides better angle and creates a more dramatic image than a 

standing shot will.   

 

Ã Quality Cameras  Net  Quality Photos 

o Polarizing filters reduce reflection and glares, increase color saturation and can improve contrast.  This is 

an inexpensive purchase, easy to use and automatically adjusts for different angles.  Polarizing filters are 

best used when sunlight is in front of you. If the sunlight is behind you , it will not produce much 

difference in the photo. 

 

Polarized      Non-Polarized 

 
 

o aŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳŜǊŀ Ƙŀǎ ŀ άǎǘƛƭƭέ ƳƻŘŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜƳƻǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ άōƭǳǊǊȅέ ŦǊƻƳ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ  

o ALWAYS set your camera to the lowest ISO which produces the highest quality photos  

o Set camera at the highest resolution  

Á Resolution should be set at a minimum of 1024 x 768 pixels 

o If shooting JPEG files, choose the least amount of file compression 

 


